Top 25 Defining U.S. Events of the Last 60 Years
1. The Civil Rights Movement (1960s)
· Passage Civil Rights Act (1964), Voting Rights Act (1965): transformed American society.
2. The Vietnam War (1955–1975; peak U.S. involvement in the 1960s–70s)
· Deeply divided the country and reshaped trust in government and military policy.
3. Assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert Kennedy (1968)
· Intensified national unrest and marked the end of an era of optimism. 
4. The Apollo 11 Moon Landing (1969)
· Demonstrated U.S. technological dominance during the Cold War.
5. Watergate and Nixon’s Resignation (1972–1974)
· Created lasting distrust in political leadership. 
6. The Oil Crisis and Stagflation (1970s)
· Changed energy policy, inflation thinking, and the economy.
7. Rise of Conservatism and the Reagan Era (1980s)
· Shifted the U.S. toward tax cuts, deregulation, and modern conservative politics.
8. The AIDS epidemic (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome). (1981-1984)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The disease was given the name AIDS.  HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) as cause.
9. The Fall of the Soviet Union / End of the Cold War (1989–1991)
· Left the United States as the world’s sole superpower.
10. The Personal Computer Revolution (1980s–1990s)
· Companies like Apple and Microsoft transformed daily life and work.  Cell phones become universal.
11. The Fall of the Berlin Wall and Reunification of Germany (1989)
· Defining moment for the end of the Cold War.
12. The Rise of the Internet and World Wide Web (1990s)
· Fundamentally changed communication, commerce, politics, and media.
13. The 2000 Presidential Election and Bush v. Gore (1990-1991)
· Highlighted polarization and election legitimacy concerns.
14. The September 11 Terrorist Attacks (2001) 
· The most transformative event in modern American history. Led to the War on Terror, homeland security expansion, and major foreign wars.  
15. Wars in Afghanistan and Iraq (2001–2021)
· Longest major military engagement era since Vietnam.
16. The Great Recession / Financial Crisis (2007–2009)
· Massive economic disruption; changed banking regulation and public attitudes toward Wall Street.
17. Election of Barack Obama (2008)
· First African American U.S. president; symbolically historic.
18. Legalization of Same-Sex Marriage Nationwide (2015)
· A landmark cultural and legal shift. 
19. Rise of Smartphones and Social Media (2007–present)
· Changed attention, politics, news, relationships, and business models.
20. The Election of Donald Trump (2016)
· Accelerated political polarization and populist politics, the MAGA movement.
21. The #MeToo Movement (2017 onward)
· Changed workplace norms and public discussions of power and misconduct.
22. The COVID-19 Pandemic (2020 onward)
· The deadliest U.S. public-health crisis in yrs.; reshaped work, education, politics, and healthcare.
23. George Floyd Protests and Racial Justice Demonstrations (2020)
· Largest protest movement in modern U.S. history.
24. January 6 Capitol Attack (2021)
· Historic challenge to the peaceful transfer of presidential power.
25. Artificial Intelligence Boom (2022–present)
· Rapid changes in education, employment, media, and technology industries.
26. The Climate Change Era
· Increasing wildfires, hurricanes, droughts; major policy debates have made climate a defining issue.
27. Extreme Political Polarization (2010s–2020s)
· Increasingly shapes elections, media, institutions, congressional representation and social life. 
